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BOROUGH  OF  GRANTHAM 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  BOROUGH 

OF  GRANTHAM 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 

Vine  House 
Grantham 

December  1943. 


To  the  Mayor, Aldermen  & Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Grantham. 


Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  Borough  for  the  Year  1942. 

Many  details,  including  the  population,  are  excluded  • 
from  the  report. 

The  following  figures  are  of  interest 

Birth  Rate  for  the  Year  - 18.5  per  1000  population. 

Average  for  England  & Wales  - 15.8  per  1000  population. 

Death  Rate  for  the  Year  12.6  per  1000  population. 

Average  for  England  and  Wales  ...  11.6  per  1000  population. 

Infantile  Death  Rate  for  the  Year  ...  60.3  per  1000  births. 

Average  for  England  & Wales 49  per  1000  births. 

Each  of  these  figures  is  seen  to  be  rather  above  the 
average  for  the  Country.  The  infantile  death  rate  for  England  & 
Wales  was  the  lowest  on  record  - a matter  of  great  satisfaction. 

The  work  of  Welfare  Centres  and  the  provision  of  Childrens  Nurseries, 
of  which  there  are  three  in  your  area,  have  no  doubt  contributed  to 
this  gratifying  result. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

\ 

in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . org/detai  I s/b29264558 
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TNFECTIQUS  DISUSES. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year:- 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 
Pneumoni a 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Ophth  almia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

Erysipelas 

Myelo  Encephalitis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


18 

6 

18 

3 

4 
2 

139 

1 

1 

9 

5 


TOTAL:-  206 


Ten  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  Four  of  the  six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  sent  to 
Bourne  Isolation  Hospital;  these  four  cases  were  ohildren  who 
had  not  been  inoculated  and  were  very  severe  cases,  two  being 
fatal.  In  connection  with  the  immunisation  treatment  o f Diph- 
theria, a conservative  estimate  gives  the  figures  of  80$  of 
school  children  treated  and  74$  of  children  below  school  age. 
Several  of  the  schools  are  known  to  have  90%  or  more  immunised 
children.  Many  cases  of  younger  children  have  had  treatment 
at  the  Welfare  Centre. 

Of  other  notifiable  diseases  four  cases  of  Puerperal 
Fever  were  notified,  two  received  Hospital  treatment,  one  being 
fatal.  The  other  two  cases  made  good  progress  at  home. 

Both  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  recovered  well  on 
receiving  Hospital  treatment,  and  all  three  cases  of  Cerebro- 
spinal Fever  also  received  Hospital  treatment. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
was  nine,  and  an  additional  five  non-pulaonary  notifications 
were  received.  These  are  put  in  tabular  form,,  together  with 
the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  recorded  during  the  year. 
A certain  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  escape  notification, 
but  there  has  been  a tightening  up  of  records  m the  last  few 
months , 
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Local  figures  since  the  war  began,  do  not  point  to  any 
narked  increase  of  tuberculosis  in  your  area. 

The  table  of  tuberculosis  - now  cases  and  mortality  - 
during  the  year  is  as  follows 


TUBERCULOSIS 


frew  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1942 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases  i 

Deaths  1 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulnonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

'•  0 

j w \ 

1 

* 

1 

- - 

- 1 

- - 

- ^ l 

: 5 

<*+  «■* 

l 

«•  — 

10 

“ ■ - 

«» 

r+m 

j 

15 

- - 

*»*  *» 

- 

t 

l 

20 

1 1 

2 1 

- 1 

- 1 ' 

25 

2 , - 

- - 

- 1 

* 

[35 

1 1 

*-*  — 

1 1 

* 

45 

- 2 

1 1 

55 

1 ' 

- - 

2 - 

«■*  ** 

65  & upwards 

!l 

ego* 

- 1 

X 

Totals 

5 5 

2 3 

4 h 

- 1 

SCABIES 

I 

220  children  and  87  adults,  residents  of  your  area 
received  treatment  during  the  year, 

MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Annual  Renort  of 
the  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Ford:- 

CHILDREN  ACT  1908  AND  CHILDREN  AND 

YOUNG  PERSONS  ACT  1932 


Revisits  ...  14 

Five  children  have  been  boarded-out  during  the  vear. 

Of  these  one  has  returned  to  relatives  and  one  has  attained  the  age 
of  nine  years. 
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Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  recently 
in  preventing  mothers  from  indiscriminately  attempting  to  be 
rid  of  their  children  by  placing  them  in  unsuitable  hones, 
with  a view  to  adoption. 

Much  time  is  being  taken  up  with  telephone  communications 
and  interviews  with  the  authorities  concerned,  but  so  far  in 
each  case  action  has  been  taken  with  successful  results. 


INFANT  CLINICS 


1942 


Total  attendances  at  Welfare  Centres.  8580 
Individual  Mothers  attending  Welfare  Centre  774 
Total  names  on  Clinic  Register.  921 

ULTRA  VIOLET  MY  TREATMENT. 


1941. 


8938 

838 

1049 


Sessions  held. 

80 

Cases  treated. 

34 

Treatments  given. 

300 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 


47 

20 

199 


Clinics  held 
Total  attendances 
Cases  examined 


25 

431 

186 


Supplementary  Clothing  Coupon  books  issued  to 
Expectant  Mothers  commencing  11th. August  1941.598 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  CLINIC 


24 

411 

192 


Commencing 

18.2.41 

First  injections  366  276 

Cases  completed  316  243 

Orthopaedic  Treatment 


Six  children  have  been  recommended  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Treatment  Clinic,  Beaconsfield. 

Of  these,  one  has  attained  the  age  of  five  years,  three 
have  sufficiently  improved  to  discontinue  treatment. 

i 

The  two  remaining  cases  are  progressing  satisfactorily. 
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Optical  Treatment. 

Six  children  have  been  recommended  for  examination  by 
Dr. A. C. Reid,  Eye  Specialist  at  Beaconsfield. 

In  one  case  glasses  were  advised,  no  glasses  were 
advised  in  three  cases. 

The  two  remaining  children  were  wearing  glasses  and 
had  been  brought  up  for  further  examination. 


Dental  Treatment. 


Nineteen  children  were  recommended  for  examination  by 
Mr.  H. Miller. 


Fourteen  cases  received  treatment,  in  three  cases 
treatment  was  not  advised  and  in  the  two  remaining  cases  the 
patients  did  not  keep  the  appointment. 


SALE  OF  FOODS 


Foods  Sold  at  full  cost  Cash  received  from  Sales 

Dried  Milk  10365  lbs.  £971.  13.  6 

Yirol  135  lbs.  11.  16.  9 

Ten  mothers  and  children  who  had  made  good  attendances 
at  the  Clinic  during  1941  were  presented  with  Certificates  which 
were  much  appreciated. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended. 


Your  obedient  Servant , 
C.H.D. ROBBS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


•*.  *- 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR . 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Granthan  Y/ater  Works  Company  own  the  water 
undertaking.  During  the  year  fifteen  samples  were  taken  at 
regular  intervals  from  various  points  on  the  T9wn's  mains,  and 
all  were  reported  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacterial  quality. 

A sample  of  water  taken  from  a shallow  well  supplying 
three  houses  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  of  unsatisfactory 
quality  for  human  cohsunption  and  domestic  use,  and  as  a result 
of  action  taken,  the  well  was  closed  and  the  houses  connected 
to  the  public  supply* 

The  'Conduit*  in  the  Market  Place  is  a source  of 
public  supply,  but  being  subject  to  pollution  the  supply  was 
discontinued  for  a considerable  period  during  the  year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Upper  Witham  Internal  Drainage  Board  and  the 
Withan  and  Steeping  Rivers  Catchment  Board  exercise  control  of 
the  River  Withaa  and  contributory  streams  in  the  Borough. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Pressure  of  more  immediate  wartime  duties  together 
with  depletion  of  staff  inevitably  curtailed  normal  routine 
sanitary  inspection  of  the  district.  The  many  and  varied  com- 
plaints received  during  the  year,  however,  were  promptly 
investigated,  and  despite  the  limitations  of  labour  and  materials, 
it  was  found 'possible  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisances  without 
resort  to  legal  action. 

COLLECTION  OF  REFUSE. 

Four  S.D. Freighters  are  used  for  the  collection 
of  house  and  trade  refuse,  and  a fortnightly  collection  service 
was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

REFUSE  DESTRUCTOR. 


Disposal  of  refuse  is  effected  by  incineration  in 
four  cell  Heenan  & Eroude  Destructor. 


Two  open  air  bathing  pools  are  provided  in  the  Borough 
the  water  being  obtained  from  the  River  Witham.  Samples  of  the 
water  were  submitted  periodically  to  the  Analyst. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  six  cowkeepers 
within  the  Borough  and  the  nunber  of  retail  purveyors  of  nilk 
on  the  Register  was  £6. 

Periodical  inspection  of  all  cowsheds  and  dairies 
was  carried  out,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  it  was  necessary  to 
draw  the  occupier’s  attention  to  the  need  for  linewashing,  other- 
wise no  infringement  of  the  Milk  & Dairies  Order  1926  was  observed. 

MILK  (SPECIAL)  DESIGNATIONS  ORDER  1936. 

One  licence  was  granted  during  the  year,  this  being  in 
respect  of  a ’Pasteurising’  establishment. 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  the  premises  mentioned. 
The  nunber  of  samples  of  Pasteurised  nilk  procured  was  14,  the 
results  of  which  are  shown  in  the  following  table 


Designation 


Bo. of  colonies 

developing  per 
m '.I.  organa  r „ 


at  37°c  in  48hrs. 


Bacillus 

Coli. 


Phosphatase 

(L.B.U.J 


t 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

24.000 

Present 

0.1  mil. 

2.3 

1 

! 

Absent 

0.01  mil. 

s 

t 

,» 

l 

49.000  ! 

| 

Present 

0.01  mil. 

! 60  (failedto! 

pass  the  test 

-do-  j 

f 

12.200  i 

i 

Absent 

0.1  nil. 

2.3 

-do-  | 

i 1 

28.000  i 

J 

Present 

0.Q1  nil. 

2.3  'i 

' 

s 

-do-  1 

9.800  i 

f 

Present 

0.01  mil. 

2.2 

? 

| -do-  ; 

9.800  ! 

Present 

0.1  nil. 

2.2 

« 4 ! 

4.200 

Absent 

0.1  nil. 

2.2 

— Q«» 

. 

4.400 

Absent 

0.1  nil. 

2.3 

1 

0 

1 

17.200 

Absent 

0.1  nil. 

2.3 

1 

O 

t 

17.800 

Absent 

i 

0.1  nil. 

2.  2 

h * 

15.600 

» 

Present 

0.1  nil. 

2.3 

\ 

\ 

Absent 

0.01  mil. 

-do- 

l 18.200 

1 Present 

0.1  nil. 

2.3 

i 

4 

j Absent 

0.01  mil.  j 

i 

12.200 

j Absent 

V 

0.1  nil.  ! 

2.2 

! -do- 

! 8.800 

f 

• Absent 

0.1  nil.  ! 

2.2 

All  the  above  samples  with  one  exception  satisfied  the  re- 

quirements  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) Order  1936. 


* 


l 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938. 


During  the  year  48  samples  of  milk  and  13  samples 
of  other  foods^were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  (W.W. Taylor  Esc}. 
B.So:  F.R.I.C..  Nottingham)  Details  are  shown  in  tabular  form, 
together  with  the  action  taken  regarding  samples  reported  to  be  not 
genuine. 


DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING 
THE  YEAR. 


Nature  of 

Article  analysed. 

Formal. 

Informal. 

[ 

' 

Genuine. 

Adulter 

at  ed . 

Total  No.  | 
of  Samples! 

1 

Milk  | 

28  * 

20 

* 

LO 

3 

* 

00 

Taoioca  1 

1 

1 

1 i 

Lemon  substitute  i 

1 

1 

1 ! 

Bloater  Paste 

1 

1 

1 

Crab  Paste 

« 

1 

1 1 

Polony 

m 

1 

1 ! 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 j 

Haslet 

1 

1 

i i 

1 Camphorated  Oil 

1 

1 

1 ! 

Bicarbonate  of  Sodc 

1 

1 

1 * 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

1 

1 

Sugar 

1 

1 

f 

' 

| 

l ; 

...  . i 

TOTALS : - 

1.  ......  .. 

29 

$ 

l 

> 

32 

i 

* 

\ 

[ ■ 

1 54 

jj 

i 7 

61 

5 

1 ; 

* Includes  2 samples  taken  in  course  of  delivery  by 
Lincolnshire  Constabulary. 


; 


'■  i •• 

jw 


Action  taken  regarding  Samples  reported 

to  be  not  genuine 


|No.  of 

Sample. 

Article. 

Adulteration. 

Action  taken. 

B.26. 

} 

Milk. 

35.5  per  cent  of 
added  water. 

* 

' Informal  Sample 
followed  by  Formal 

Sample  No.B.28. 

iB.28. 

i 

Milk. 

31.1  per  cent  of 
added  water. 

Vendor  prosecuted 

Fined  £2  & £1  Costs. 

tB.  31. 

1 

i 

i 

1 

I 

* 

j 

j 

Tapioca. 

Unsatisfactory 
quality, containing 
excessive  amount  of 
moulds. 

Informal  sample  taken 
at  request  of  retailer. 
Commodity  withdrawn  from 
sale. 

' 

'A.  12. 

Beef  Sausage 

30  per  cent  defi- 

♦ 

Informal  sample.  | 

t 

] 

! 

i 

r i 

i 

i 

j 

Meat . 

cient  in  meat 
content. 

Matter  referred  to  ! 

Food  Executive 

Officer.  j 

;A.21. 

f 

\ 

» 

i 

\ 

-do- 

Contains  Sulphur 
dioxide  219.2 
parts  per  million 
undeclared. 

Informal  Sample.  I 

Followed  by  Formal  | 

sample. No. A. 22.  | 

I 

? 

IA.*  22 « 

« 

{ 

t 

* 

-do- 

Contains  sulphur 
dioxide  232.9 
parts  per  million 
undeclared. 

• 

Warning  letter  sent 
to  Vendor. 

A. 32. 

* 

Milk. 

13.4  per  cent  of 
added  water. 

J 

Vendor  prosecuted. 

Fined  £3.  & £2.12.0 

• i 

. 

-wfcnwn.  ■.  ^ 1 

Costs.  t 

MEAT  & FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Regular  and  frequent  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  one 
Government  controlled  Slaughterhouse  now  in  operation  within  the 
Borough.  It  calls _ for  special  comment  that  due  to  centralisation 
of  slaughtering  a higher  percentage  of  neat  is  subiect  to  inspection 
than  was  possible  before  the  commencement  of  hostilities  when  there 
were  17  private  slaughterhouses  requiring  supervision. 

Figures  of  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  are  not 
available. 

Many  visits  have  been  made  at  the  request  of  food  vendors 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  and  issuing  condemnation  certificates 
in  respect  of  unsound  food  commodities,  chiefly  canned  goods. 
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It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under 
the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924,  which  generally  were 
well  observed  by  the  Meat  Traders. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1933. 


The  number  of  Licences  granted  during  the  year  to 
slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  a slaughterhouse  was  three. 

STAFF . In  September  Mr. Charles  Taylor  took  up  his  duties  of 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 
S. FRANCIS  MOTT. 


Chief  S&nitarv  Inspector 
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